The neonatal bisacromial diameter: a prenatal sonographic evaluation.
This study was designed to determine which fetal ultrasonographic parameter best correlates with the neonatal bisacromial diameter (BAD). The latter is defined as the distance between the two acromions of the scapulae. The study population included fifty-four uncomplicated singleton pregnant patients whose infants with birth weights of more than 3000 grams were delivered within a week of ultrasound examinations. Six fetal biometric parameters: circumferences of the chest, abdomen, head, arm, and thigh, and estimated fetal weight were obtained by ultrasonography and were compared with the BAD. The best predictor of the neonatal bisacromial diameter was the fetal chest circumference (r = 0.67, p = 0.003) followed by the arm circumference, (r = 0.59, p = 0.03). The fetal chest circumference correlates well with the neonatal shoulder girth as reflected by the neonatal bisacromial diameter.